Hundredth Legislature - Second Session - 2008
Introducer's Statement of Intent

LB 1142
Chairperson: Brad Ashford
Committee: Judiciary

Date of Hearing: February 14, 2008

The following constitutes the reasons for this &t the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

LB 1142 would authorize a court, if good cause sla®wn, to order a postsecondary education
subsidy for a child. The court will consider thgeeaof the child, the academic ability of the child,
the child’s financial resources and the financ@idition of each parent.

Many 17 and 18 year old children start their pasisdary education when the custodial parent
is still receiving child support. However, thaildhsupport generally ends sometime during their
freshman year of college and in fewer instancesr gophomore year.

Without child support the custodial parent, whoeyally has less earning capacity, is unable to
subsidize postsecondary education and thereforg ofahese students simply drop out of
college for lack of funding. The non-custodial grarmay now have remarried and have a
second family. More often than not, the non-cuistiqoirent will not support the education of
the children from their first family after an ordagrchild support terminates at age 19.

The courts should have the authority to decidéiifilcen should have the opportunity to attend
college with the support they would have receiféte parents had not divorced.
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